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efforts for suicide are frustrated by divine intervention. Their wedding is rendered possible by the arrival of Narada who explains the real parentage of Avimaraka who has just then finished the period of his curse.
The Charudatta. The fourth play of Bhasa which he has based upon the popular romance is the Charudatta of which only a fragment of four acts remains. It deals with the story of Charudatta, a merchant who has been impoverished by his munifi* cence and who falls in love with a beautiful courtezan called Vasantasena. The hero has to face many difficulties and dangers caused by the king's brother* iii-law, the Samsthanaka, who is a rival suitor to the heroine but in vain. This must have been, according to many scholars, the source for the play called Mricchakatika by Sudraka.
Bhasa has based six of his plays on plots derived from the Mahabharata and of these five are one act plays belonging to the type of Vyayaoa or military episodes. The Madhyama vyayoga in one act depicts and adventure of Bhimasena, the middle one among the Pandavas, culminating in his love for the demoness Hidimba and their marriage which results in the birth of Ghatotkacha. In another one act play, the Duta ghatotkacha, the hero is Ghatotkacha who acts the part of a messenger from the conciliatory Pandavas to the arrogant Duryodhana. The time chosen is the period after the death of Abhimanyu. His embassy having failed, he swears revenge and foretells the utter
